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Absorption trench means an excavation in soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, or in
leaching bed fill, being part of a leaching bed, in which a distribution pipe is laid
that allows infiltration of the effluent into the soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division
B, or leaching bed fill.
Artesian groundwater means a confined body of water under pressure in the ground.
As constructed plans means, for the purposes of the Act and this Code, construction
plans and specifications that show the building and the location of the building on
the property as the building has been constructed.
Basement means one or more storeys of a building located below the first storey.
Bathroom group means a group of plumbing fixtures installed in the same room,
consisting of one domestic-type lavatory, one water closet and either one bathtub,
with or without a shower, or one one-headed shower.
Building area means the greatest horizontal area of a building above grade,
(a) within the outside surface of exterior walls, or
(b) within the outside surface of exterior walls and the centre line of firewalls.
Building sewer means a sanitary building sewer or storm building sewer.
Clean water means water that has passed through a recirculation system.
Clear water waste means waste water containing no impurities or contaminants that
are harmful to a person's health, plant or animal life or that impair the quality of the
natural environment.
Distribution box means a device for ensuring that effluent from a treatment unit is
distributed in equal amounts to each line of distribution pipe in a leaching bed.
Distribution pipe means a line or lines of perforated or open jointed pipe or tile
installed in a leaching bed for the purpose of distributing effluent from a treatment
unit to the soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, or leaching bed fill in the
leaching bed.
Drainage system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, fixtures and appurtenances on a
property that is used to convey sewage and clear water waste to a main sewer or a
private sewage disposal system, and includes a private sewer, but does not include
subsoil drainage piping.
Earth pit privy means a latrine consisting of an excavation in the ground surmounted
by a superstructure.
Effluent means sanitary sewage that has passed through a treatment unit.
Farm building means all or part of a building,
(a) that does not contain any area used for residential occupancy,

(b) that is associated with and located on land devoted to the practice of farming,
and
(c) that is used essentially for the housing of equipment or livestock or the
production, storage or processing of agricultural and horticultural produce or
feeds.
Fill means soil, rock, rubble, industrial waste such as slag, organic material or a
combination of these that is transported and placed on the natural surface of a soil
or rock or organic terrain; it may or may not be compacted.
Fixture means a receptacle, plumbing appliance, apparatus or other device that
discharges sewage or clear water waste, and includes a floor drain.
Fixture drain means the pipe that connects a trap serving a fixture to another part of a
drainage system.
Fixture unit means, when applied to a drainage system, the unit of measure based on
the rate of discharge, time of operation and frequency of use of a fixture that
expresses the hydraulic load that is imposed by that fixture on the drainage system.
Floor area means the space on any storey of a building between exterior walls and
required firewalls, including the space occupied by interior walls and partitions,
but not including exits, vertical service spaces and their enclosing assemblies.
Greywater means sanitary sewage of domestic origin that is derived from fixtures
other than sanitary units.
Ground water means, when applied to a sewage system, water below the surface of the
ground that occupies a zone of the earth's mantle that is saturated with water.
Ground water table means, when applied to a sewage system, the elevation of the
upper surface of the ground water existing in the area of the sewage system.
Groundwater means a free standing body of water in the ground.
Groundwater level means the top surface of groundwater.
Hauled sewage means sanitary sewage that,
(a) is not finally disposed of at the site where it is produced and is not conveyed by
a sewer to sewage works, and
(b) is stored or retained at the site where it is produced for periodic collection,
handling, treatment, transportation, storage or processing prior to final disposal
at a place other than where it was produced,
and includes sanitary sewage that is removed from a sewage system for the purpose
of cleaning or maintaining the system.
Hauled sewage system means works, installations, equipment, operations and land used
in connection with the collection, handling, treatment, transportation, storage,

processing and disposal of hauled sewage, as regulated under the Environmental
Protection Act.
Header line means a line of pipe with watertight joints installed in a sewage system for
the purpose of distributing effluent from a treatment unit to the distribution pipe in
a leaching bed.
High ground water table means the highest elevation at which there is physical
evidence that the soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, or the leaching bed fill
has been saturated with water.
Holding tank means a tank designed to totally retain all sanitary sewage discharged
into it and requiring periodic emptying.
Interceptor means a receptacle that is designed and installed to prevent oil, grease,
sand or other materials from passing into a drainage system.
Leaching means dispersal of liquid by downward or lateral drainage or both into
permeable soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, or leaching bed fill.
Leaching bed means an absorption system constructed as absorption trenches or as a
filter bed, located wholly in ground or raised or partly raised above ground, as
required by local conditions, to which effluent from a treatment unit is applied for
treatment and disposal and that is composed of,
(a) the soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, leaching bed fill or other filter
media that is contained between the surface on which the sanitary sewage is
applied and the bottom of the bed,
(b) the distribution pipe and the stone or gravel layer in which the distribution pipe
is located, and
(c) the backfill above the distribution pipe, including the topsoil and sodding or
other anti-erosion measure, and the side slopes of any portion elevated above
the natural ground elevation.
Leaching bed fill means unconsolidated material suitable for the construction of a
leaching bed, placed in the area of the leaching bed in order to obtain the required
unsaturated zone below the distribution pipes and the required lateral extent such
that the effluent is absorbed.
Loading rate means the volume in litres of effluent per square metre applied in a single
day to soil, as defined in Part 8 of Division B, or leaching bed fill.
Pail privy means a latrine in which the receptacle for human waste consists of a
removable container surmounted by a superstructure.
Percolation time means the average time in minutes that is required for water to drop
one centimetre during a percolation test or as determined by a soil evaluation or
analysis.

Portable privy means a portable latrine in which the receptacle for human body waste
and the superstructure are combined structurally into one unit.
Potable means fit for human consumption.
Pressurized distribution system means a leaching bed in which the effluent is
distributed through the use of pressurized distribution pipes.
Private sewage disposal system means a sewage system or a sewage works that is not
owned and operated by the Crown, a municipality or an organization acceptable to
the Director responsible for issuing a Certificate of Approval under the Ontario
Water Resources Act.
Private sewer means a sewer other than a building sewer that,
(a) is not owned or operated by a municipality, the Ministry of Environment or
another public agency,
(b) receives drainage from more than one sanitary building drain either directly or
through more than one sanitary building sewer or receives drainage from more
than one storm building drain either directly or through one or more storm
building sewers, and connects to a main sewer, or
(c) serves as a place of disposal on the property,
but does not include,
(d) a sewer that carries only the sanitary waste or storm sewage from two semidetached dwelling units,
(e) a sewer that carries only the sanitary waste or storm sewage from one main
building that is of industrial, commercial or care or detention occupancy and
one ancillary building, or
(f) a sewer that carries only the sanitary waste or storm sewage from a row
housing complex having five or fewer single family residences.
Privy vault means a latrine in which the receptacle for human waste consists of a
constructed vault from which the waste is periodically removed.
Professional engineer means, for the purposes of the Act and this Code, a person who
holds a licence or a temporary licence under the Professional Engineers Act.
Riser
Sanitary sewage means liquid or water borne waste,
(a) of industrial or commercial origin, or
(b) of domestic origin, including human body waste, toilet or other bathroom
waste, and shower, tub, culinary, sink and laundry waste.
Septic tank means a watertight vault in which sanitary sewage is collected for the
purpose of removing scum, grease and solids from the liquid without the addition

of air and in which solids settling and anaerobic digestion of the sanitary sewage
takes place.
Sewage system means,
(a) a chemical toilet, an incinerating toilet, a recirculating toilet, a self-contained
portable toilet and all forms of privy including a portable privy, an earth pit
privy, a pail privy, a privy vault and a composting toilet system,
(b) a greywater system,
(c) a cesspool,
(d) a leaching bed system, or
(e) a system that requires or uses a holding tank for the retention of hauled sewage
at the site where it is produced before its collection by a hauled sewage system,
where these,
(f) have a design capacity of 10,000 litres per day or less,
(g) have, in total, a design capacity of 10,000 litres per day or less, where more
than one of these are located on a lot or parcel of land, and
(h) are located wholly within the boundaries of the lot or parcel of land on which
is located the building or buildings they serve.
Shallow buried trench means an absorption trench that contains a chamber.
Treatment unit means a device that, when designed, installed and operated in
accordance with its design specifications, provides a specific degree of sanitary
sewage treatment to reduce the contaminant load from that of sanitary sewage to a
given effluent quality.
Waste pipe means a sanitary drainage pipe that carries the discharge from a fixture
directly to a waste stack, soil stack, sanitary building drain, branch or sewage
system.
Working capacity means the volume of liquid that a treatment unit or holding tank is
capable of holding without overflowing while it is in its working position, but does
not include the volume of liquid contained in a compartment in which a pump or
siphon is installed.

